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Notes for instructors and users
This presentation is part of the package of Education
Materials on the topic of High Nature Farmland. It is an
output of the Horizon 2020-funded project HNV-Link and is
an Open Source material under CC BY-NC-SA. You may freely
use, for non-commercial purposes only, any elements of it or
as a whole, also modifying as fit, as long as you cite the
project and its funding. Observe copyrights for images: all
images are by HNV-Link unless otherwise specified.
The presentation contains minimum or no animation/special
effects. Instructors may wish to add such effects according
to their preferences.
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Learning objectives
● To appreciate a diversity of High Nature Value farmland
types across Europe and outside
● To learn of the general characteristics of HNV farmland
and farming systems
● To familiarise oneself with various public values of HNV
farmland
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Content
1. Concept of High Nature Value (HNV) farmland
2. Examples from Europe
■
■
■
■

Spain and Portugal
Croatia
Romania
France

■
■
■

Germany
Ireland
Finland

3. Examples outside Europe
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France

Bocage landscape
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Legend
High mountain pastures under
extensive sheep, beef and dairy
cattle
Wet mountain pastures and hay
meadows under beef and dairy cattle
Landscapes of permanent grassland
in small fields with hedges under
mainly sheep, beef cattle and some
dairy
Wetlands and floodplain pastures
under mixed livestock farming
Mediterranean rangelands (sheep
and goats) and permanent crops
(olives, vines)
Mixed farming areas of small-scale
diverse cropping and livestock
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HNV farming systems
●
●
●
●
●

Mainly extensive grazing-based HNVf
Mixed farming to a lesser extent
Agroforestry
Use of landraces
Protected Designation of Origin labelled products

Transhumance = moving livestock from one grazing ground to
another following a seasonal cycle https://vimeo.com/231845586
In focus:
In Causses & Cevennes, herds are
moved on foot along the ancient
drovers’ roads (drailles).
These nowadays are at the center
of popular summer festivities.
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In Focus: Cevennes crests and valleys 2017

Old chestnut grove
Images: HNV-Link
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Biodiversity on HNV farmland
● High vascular plant species diversity
● Important for birds:
■ ~ 37% national population of
farmland bird species in only 25% of
the national farmland area
■ 73% of the corncrake (Crex crex)
population

Ophrys aymoninii

Crex crex

Bocage landscape
By Cks3976 - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/
index.php?curid=17854595

Circus
pygargus

Other values: Culture (heritage)

Cevennes UNESCO Heritage Site

● HNV farmland & traditional practices are part of the
identity of many famous regions

Camargue
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Other values: Production
72% of HNV farms
produce products of
Protected
designation of origin
(PDO; Apellation
d’origne protégée)

Véronique PAGNIER [CC BY-SA 3.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
by-sa/3.0)],Wikimedia Commons

In focus: Lacaune dairy sheep
● well adapted to
uncultivated species-rich
summer pastures
● milk used for a famous
Roquefort cheese
11

Sources & experts
http://www.efncp.org/projects/hnv-farming-france/
http://www.hnvlink.eu/learning-areas/causses-cevennes/
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/eur-scientific-and-technicalresearch-reports/identification-high-nature-value-farmland-francethrough-statistical-information-and-farm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZZAwnUpDIVs&feature=youtu.be
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Sources & experts
Oppermann, R., Beaufoy, G., Jones, G. (Eds) 2012. High Nature Value Farming
in Europe: 35 European countries – experiences and perspectives. ISBN:
978-89735-657-3
Pointereau, Philippe, P. et al. 2010. Analysis of spatial and temporal variations
of High Nature Value farmland and links with changes in bird populations: a
study on France. agrienv.jrc.ec.europa.eu/publications/pdfs/EUR_24299.pdf
Pointereau, P. et al. 2007. Identification of High Nature Value Farmland in
France through Statistical Information and Farm Practices Surveys.
agrienv.jrc.ec.europa.eu/publications/pdfs/JRC_HNV_France.pdf
Experts: Xavier Poux, AScA http://www.asca-net.com/
See also a case on Angers Flood Meadows, France (www.hnvlink.eu )
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Germany
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Extent of HNV Farmland
13-16% of the total farmland

Proportion HNV farmland
7,0% – 8,4%
8,5% – 10,7%
10,8% – 13,4%
14,5% – 14,4%
14,5% – 16,0%
16,1% – 20,3%
20,4% – 23,7%
Keenleyside et al. 2014. High Nature Value farming throughout EU-27: Annex
1 (maps)
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HNV Farming systems
1. Traditional HNV farming systems
● Transhumant shepherds
(Schwäbische Alb, the Rhön,
north German coast)
● Dairy & sheep in higher Alp
regions
● Sedentary extensive-grazing sheep systems
● Extensive suckler farms
● Hay producers
● Permanent crop farms (orchards, mainly part-time farming)
● Some organic farms
By Murmelkaktus [CC BY-SA 4.0]
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HNV Farming systems
2. Farms with HNV farmland areas:
● Maintain patches of extensively used
grassland, Natura sites, landscape
elements, traditional orchards
● Organic farms with species-rich arable
land or vineyards
● Less biodiverse farmland matrix than the
full HNVf system
● Includes both full & part-time farmers,
hobby farmers with horses or sheep
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HNV Farming systems
3. “Nature conservation” farmers
● Work with specific nature conservation
aim in mind
● Paid via agri-environment contracts
and/or nature conservation orgs.
● Includes both individual farmers and
conservation orgs.
● 1-5% of Germany’s farmers.
Photo: Cattle grazing in a
nature reserve Upahler and
Lenzener
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In Focus: A unique monitoring
system for HNV farmlands
● Data from field surveys on
some 900 1-sq.km. sample
plots throughout Germany
● Assigned values for HNV
farmland structures:
○ HNV I: Exceptionally high nature
value
○ HNV II: Very high nature value
○ HNV III: Moderately high nature
value

● Evaluates quality and potential
quality and monitors quality
changes

Sample plots of the HNV farmland indicator
(Source: BfN 2013, © GeoBasis-DE/BKG)
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Biodiversity
Of 870 species of vascular
plants on the red data list,
500 species are characteristic
of semi-natural grasslands
(Briemle 2003).

European hamster
(Cricetus cricetus),
associated with
extensive farming,
has become rare
katanski CC BY-SA 3.0

F Vassen CC BY-SA 2.0

Whinchat (Cricetus
cricetus) - a formally
common species of
grasslands
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Other values
Alpine culture:
The cattle drive

Plant diversity:
+2000 varieties of apple &
pear

Heritage breeds
54 of the 65
indigenous
livestock breeds
are endangered
Coburger Fuchsschaf
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Rotes Höhenvieh

Sources & experts
European Forum on Nature Conservation and Pastoralism (EFNCP)
http://www.efncp.org/hnv-showcases/south-west-germany/
http://www.high-nature-value-farming.eu/member-state-activity/germany/
http://www.high-nature-value-farming.eu/panorama/saargau-wolferskopf/
Benzler, A. 2016. Mapping HNV Farmland in Germany 2009 to 2015
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/sites/enrd/files/gpw-02_4-1_germany_benzler.pdf
Aue, B., Diekötter, T., Gottschalk, T.K., Wolters, V. & Hotes, S. (2014) How High
Nature Value ( HNV ) farmland is related to bird diversity in agro-ecosystems Towards a versatile tool for biodiversity monitoring and conservation planning.
Agriculture, Ecosystems and Environment, 194, 58-64
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Sources & experts
Luick, R. 2008. Transhumance in Germany.
www.efncp.org/download/Swabian_Alb_F_F_Download.pdf
Oppermann, R. 2012. Germany. In Oppermann, R., Beaufoy, G., Jones, G. (Eds)
2012. High Nature Value Farming in Europe: 35 European countries –
experiences and perspectives. c. Verlag gegionalkultur, Germany. 544pp. ISBN:
978-89735-657-3
Oppermann, R. 2010. posters:
● HNV-farmland in Germany
https://www.bfn.de/fileadmin/MDB/documents/ina/vortraege/2010Farmland-Poster-Germany1-HNV%20farmland.pdf
● German farms with HNV farmland
https://www.bfn.de/fileadmin/MDB/documents/ina/vortraege/2010Farmland-Poster-Germany2-Farms-HNV.pdf
Expert: Rainer Opperman, Institut für Agrarökologie und Biodiversität (IFAB),
oppermann@ifab-mannheim.de
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Disclaimer: This presentation reflects the author's view and
the Research Executive Agency is not responsible for any use
that may be made of the information it contains.
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