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High Nature Value grasslands:
can innovation secure a
sustainable future?
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EFNCP is a European NGO
based in the UK

´ Network of 60 organisations in 20
countries

´ Small staff (in 4 countries):
´ Ireland
´ UK
´ Bulgaria
´ Spain

www.hnvlink.eu

I’m based in
Extremadura,
Spain

EFNCP focus is on semi-natural pastures and
meadows = HNV farmland The

Map of HNV farmland

´ Vast majority is semi-natural.
´ Marginality is a key characteristic

The great majority of HNV farmland is semi-
natural pasture/meadow,
on land which is marginal in many senses

EIP-AGRI Focus Group on High
Nature Value (HNV) farming
profitability
20 experts (including farmers)
2 meetings 2014-15
Final report 2016
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/eip-agri-focus-
group-high-nature-value-farming-profitability-final-report

www.hnvlink.eu www.hnvlink.eu

The Focus Group decided to
widen its “profitability” focus:

“How to improve the social and economic
sustainability of HNV farming without losing
the HNV characteristics?”
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Focus Group ideas for further
research on HNV farming

• Better understanding of HNV farming systems:
socio-economic characteristics, economic
performance, motivation, social dynamic, trends

• Analysing the role of innovation in HNV farming
systems

• Developing technical and management
solutions

www.hnvlink.eu

HNV-LINK
High Nature Value farming: Learning,
INnovation and Knowledge

http://www.hnvlink.eu/

H2020-ISIB-2015-1 This project is funded by
the European Union Horizon 2020

research and innovations programme

Horizon 2020 multi-actor network
”...mutual learning, policy dialogue...”

This project is funded by
the European Union Horizon 2020

research and innovations programme

HNV-LINK aims to:
Identify the types of innovation that improve the
socio-economic and environmental sustainability
of HNV farming.
Highlight the innovations that are needed but not
yet implemented on a significant scale.
Promote the exchange and up-take of good
innovation practice in support of HNV farming

www.hnvlink.eu

Network of 10
Learning Areas

For studying the
challenges facing
HNV farming

To analyse
examples of
innovation and find
the gaps that need
to be addressed

And to exchange
lessons in
innovation for HNV
farming

www.hnvlink.eu

All the Learning Areas (LA) are characterised
by semi-natural pastures and extensive
livestock

HNV-LINK

for updates contact the HNV-Link communication person – Dr I rina Herzon
(iryna.herzon@helsinki.fi) (in English) or a national contact person [YOUR
CONTACT] ___@________.

http://www.hnvlink.eu/

Twitter.com/hnv link

Facebook.com/hnv link

This project has received funding from the European Union Horizon
2020 research and innovations programme under Grant Agreement

No. 696391

Working together for sustainable future

Challenges and innovative solutions
- for example in La Vera:

La Vera,
Extremadura
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Pastures not eligible for CAP
Pillar 1 or Pillar 2

Wild fires

Cheese making and marketing Wild fauna and tuberculosis

Shepherding viability

www.hnvlink.eu

Innovations from outside La Vera that
could help meet the fire challenge

PLAN 42 –
integrated
programme to
support extensive
grazing (Castil la y
León)

MOSAICO –
landscape project,
Sierra de Gata

RAPCA –fire
prevention
through grazing

Plan 42 – integrated programme for
fire prevention through support for
extensive grazing

www.hnvlink.eu

Improving pastures

Listening to farmers and making plans together

Local facilitators

Trying new products

42 target districts

Promoting
mechanical

scrub clearance and
preventive burning as

alternatives to traditional
use of fire to improve

pastures.

HNV LINL
Plan 42 and the HNV LINK
innovation themes

www.hnvlink.eu

Developing new
products and
market  outlets

Using RDP measures for
scrub clearance to
incentivise farmers’

participation

Authorities reaching
out to HNV livestock
farmers through new
local facilitators.
Addressing farmers’
problems.

Social and
Institutional

Regulations
and Policy

Products and
Markets

Farming
Techniques/
Management

The cheese challenge –
technical innovations
are available

www.hnvlink.eu

Old cheese dairy – not legal Innovative cheese dairy – legal?

But institutional and regulatory
innovations are needed first

www.hnvlink.eu

Training of inspectors

Guidance for interpreting
and adapting the EU rules
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Facilitating
farmers’ access
to markets and
milk collection
points

GPS monitoring of
livestock to enable
product certification

Agri-environment
support for
pastoralist groups

Burren – results-
based payments
programme for
HNV grassland
farming

Examples of innovations for exchange
across the HNV-LINK network

New techniques and
machinery for grassland
management

State of HNV grasslands and
livestock farming

´ Many areas are in crisis, but some areas are in
recovery, thanks to innovation

´ More research is needed into the state (social,
economic and environmental) of HNV
grasslands and the systems that farm them

´ Monitoring systems are needed to track trends in
the state of HNV grasslands and systems

www.hnvlink.eu

Preliminary conclusions
(not official)

HNV LI

NL

Can innovation secure a
future for HNV farming?

www.hnvlink.eu

´ Many successful innovations are available and
are working in some places

´ Expanding their usage is a major challenge,
and requires innovative processes at all levels

´ EIP Operational Groups and pilot projects are
an opportunity for kick-starting innovative
processes at local level

´ But institutional and regulatory barriers are
stifling innovation in many areas

´ Institutional and regulatory innovation is
needed, to enable and facilitate innovation
at local and farm levels

...in 2019 on http://www.hnvlink.eu/

Thank you for listening…

www.hnvlink.eu

Official conclusions?


